
OLLI at UNL Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 12, 2026, 9-10:30 a.m. via Zoom
 
Present: Gary Timm, Helen Meeks, Mary Ann Losh, Jeanette Wellsandt, Jim McLoughlin, Suzanne Schied, Greg Jensen, Bob Michl, Jim VanKirk, Gene Stohs, Carol Myers, Patricia Crews, Zakiyyah Mustafa, Charlyne Berens, Nancy Mitchell, Audrey Paulman

Absent: Teri Hlava, David Dyke 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am CST by Chair Jim VanKirk.

Agenda Changes – None

Approval of January 2026 Meeting minutes – The minutes were reviewed and two corrections made. Motion by Mary Ann Losh and second by Carol Myers to approve the minutes as corrected. No discussion. Motion carried unanimously.

Budget Report – Helen Meeks noted that 63% of expected revenue for the year has already been received at the halfway point of the fiscal year. Donations continue to be accepted at the university level and through the NU Foundation funds.  Changes to the OLLI website have made it easier to donate to specific funds.  Bob Michl explained “expendable funds” at the NU Foundation and how those will be used to pay for current bills.  Definition of endowed accounts were discussed.  

Director’s Report
Bob Michl announced the official hiring of the new OLLI Director, Melissa Hayes-Connolly.  She comes to OLLI from Nebraska Wesleyan University and will begin her duties on March 3.  Patricia’s retirement recognition will be in the OLLI offices on February 18.  Because Patricia will retire on February 25, Bob Michl tentatively plans to cover her duties during March.  Council members are encouraged to donate to Glow Big Red on February 11 & 12.  Jim McLaughlin and the membership committee were recognized for his work on the membership survey.  Bob presented a preliminary first draft of a budget for 2026-27.

Chair comments
Jim Van Kirk shared thoughts about the office retirements and changes in staffing.  He thanked Bob Michl for his work over the years, including Covid and beyond.  The staff is great and the office runs smoothly.  Jim also recognized Patricia Saldana for her 11 years of service with OLLI.  

Old Business 
Helen Meeks updated the council on the process and progress of nominations for two representative spots on the Advisory Council that will open at the end of the academic year.  Nominees are currently being recruited and announced at the next meeting.  Helen also discussed the process of seeking council officers for the next academic year.  A review of the nomination and election timeline was revisited and discussed.  

Motion by Charlyne Berens and seconded by Nancy Mitchell to approve the “OLLI at UNL Three-Year Plan: 2026-2029.”  Motion passed unanimously.

New Business
The agenda item regarding discussion of the June Advisory Council retreat was tabled until the March meeting so that Melissa Hayes-Connolly may have input into the planning.

There was discussion about the fall symposium.  Will it happen in 2026?  Bob Michl said the date reserved is October 24 (Nebraska football bye week).  Jeanette Wellsandt has reserved the ballroom on East Campus should the symposium take place.  There needs to be discussion about who should be on the planning committee.

Committee Reports
Caroly Myers announced another travel opportunity has been finalized – a Northern European cruise will take place in 2027.

Next meeting: Monday, March 9, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting will be in-person at the Nebraska Public Media Board Room, 1800 N. 33rd St., Lincoln.

Meeting adjourned at 10:08 a.m.

